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Chatham House Circular Economy Conference
Day 1: Wednesday 24 February 2021, 13:30 – 16:40 GMT, Zoom
Day 2: Thursday 25 February 2021, 10:00 – 16:00 GMT, Zoom

Day 1: Wednesday 24 February 2021

13.30 – 13:40	Welcome to the event and explanation of format
		Patrick Schröder, Chatham House
13.40 – 13:50	Keynote 	
Inger Andersen, United Nations Environment Programme 
Session 1

13.50 – 13.55 	Poll 1: Can an inclusive circular economy reconcile the tension between economic growth and sustainability?  
13.55 – 14.20 	Debate 1: Can an inclusive circular economy reconcile the tension between economic growth and sustainability? 

The circular economy as an alternative to the unsustainable linear economic model of ‘take-make-throw away’ offers radical technological innovations to design out waste, dematerialize economic growth and create regenerative systems.  It is increasingly adopted by policymakers, businesses and the financial industry as a win-win-win strategy that can deliver on growth, jobs, and the environment. However, critics point out that the circular economy can only achieve relative decoupling (decrease in resource use per unit of GDP), but not absolute decoupling of economic growth, resource consumption and environmental impacts. It also criticized for prioritising the economic benefits while neglecting social aspects.
Can the circular economy live up to the promises and resolve the longstanding tension between economic growth and sustainability?

Moderator: Ana Yang, Chatham House
Speakers:
Jason Hickel, Goldsmiths University of London 
Kersty Hobson, Cardiff University
Creon Butler, Chatham House
14.20 – 14.30	Polling   
14.30 – 14.55   Question and Answer session

14:55 – 15:30 	Break
Session 2

15:30 – 15:35	Welcome to session 2 and reminder of format
15:35 – 15:40	Poll: Does a Circular Economy Transition mean less or more global trade? 
15:40 – 16:05	Debate 2: Does a Circular Economy Transition mean less or more global trade? 

The transition to a circular economy will have implications for global trade. On the one hand, circular economy promotes trends of localisation of production, closing resource loops locally, and notions of self-sufficiency to increase resilience.  Furthermore, the new Basel Convention amendment that restricts the global trade in waste entered into force on Jan 2021.  On the other hand, international trade in waste and scrap can help to achieve economies of scale and use best available technologies for material recovery. Also, international trade in second-hand goods can provide benefits by enabling products to have a second life abroad.
Against the backdrop of trade protectionism and disrupted supply chains due to the COVID-19 pandemic, what is the prospect for global trade in the circular economy transition?
  
Moderator: Joseph Sarkis, Foisie Business School at Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Speakers: 
Karsten Steinfatt, WTO
Henrique Pacini, UNCTAD
Jim Puckett, Basel Action Network 
Hester Brink, Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency

16.05 – 16.15	Polling   
16.15 – 16.40   Question and Answer session




Day 2: Thursday 25 February 2021
Session 3

10:00 – 10:05	Welcome to session 3 and reminder of format
10:05 – 10:45 	Discussion 3: How to make circular economy finance work for global development? 
Circular economy investment is currently targeted mainly at high-income countries where companies and projects tend to have greater capacity to meet investors’ requirements. In low- and middle-income countries, most circular economy development finance is directed towards waste management and recycling sectors. To create higher-value circular opportunities finance and investments are needed in other economic sectors and infrastructure. New finance instruments to scale-up circular business models and building capacity of SMEs are needed. Furthermore, vulnerable and marginalised populations whose livelihoods often depend on informal circular economy practices lack critical financial support.  
How can international development finance be leveraged to finance inclusive circular economy practices and generate new investment opportunities?   
Moderator:  Sian Bradley, Chatham House
Speakers: 
Davinah Milenge Uwellah, African Development Bank
Massimiano Tellini, Intesa Sanpaolo 
Ioan Nemes, Oxfam 

10:45 – 11:10 Question and Answer session
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