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WCEFonline side-event: Circular Economy Opportunities for
Building Resilience in Latin America and the Caribbean
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15:40 - 15:45

Post-COVID-19

29 September 2020, 14:30-15:45 London BST, Zoom Webinar

Introduction and welcome remarks

Melissa MacEwen, Programme Manager, Energy, Environment and Resources,
Chatham House

Circular Economy Opportunities for Building Resilience in Latin America —insights
from Chatham House research paper

Manuel Albaladejo, UNIDO Representative for Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and
Uruguay

Pia Alonso Ribas, UNIDO Consultant

Patrick Schroder, Senior Research Fellow, Energy, Environment and Resources,
Chatham House

Circular economy experience in Chile

Guillermo Gonzalez Caballero, Head of Circular Economy Office, Ministry of
Environment Chile

Discussion and Q&A with audience

Melissa MacEwen, Programme Manager, Energy, Environment and Resources,
Chatham House

Chatham House circular economy programme updates

Melissa MacEwen, Programme Manager, Energy, Environment and Resources,
Chatham House

Closing remarks

Patrick Schroder, Senior Research Fellow, Energy, Environment and Resources,
Chatham House
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Context for the event:

The implications of the COVID-19 pandemic have unveiled shortcomings in the linear economy — the
vulnerability of global value chains, the depletion of natural resources and the exacerbation of social
inequalities. In the context of Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) the COVID-19 outbreak is likely to
bring about the largest economic and social crisis in decades exacerbating existing issues of inequality and

poverty.

The circular economy, as an approach for sustainable development, has been gaining importance in LAC
in recent years. New policies, public initiatives and circular economy roadmaps and programmes are
already in place or emerging in many LAC countries. The discussion and policy approach to the circular
economy in LAC is distinctive from other regions such as the EU and China due to the region’s special
social and economic contexts as well as many LAC countries relying on natural resource exports.

The circular economy offers an attractive framework to adopt a more resilient and inclusive economic
model for LAC countries that supports well-being, increases resilience and benefits business. A successful
transition to an inclusive circular economy requires widespread adoption of ‘Industry 4.0’ technologies,
consideration of social and environmental justice aspects and a stable investing framework beyond waste
management supported by good governance and institutions. Mining and extractives, waste management
and recycling as well as sustainable food systems and agriculture are key sectors where the application of
circular economy practices can offer major benefits for LAC countries.

As Chatham House is launching a new research paper The Circular Economy in Latin America and the
Caribbean: Opportunities for Building Resilience, in this event the authors of the paper together with
Latin American circular economy frontrunners discuss these themes and how building an inclusive
circular economy in Latin America could support resilience in the region and globally in post-COVID-19
world.

‘ D This WCEF online side-event is part of the World Circular Economy Forum Online
& 29-30 September 2020 that will bring together circular economy change-makers

m @ = from around the world as they share practical circular economy examples that will
b E é help us rebuild our economies stronger, greener and better.

This event and programme of work are kindly made possible by the support of the MAVA
Foundation.

 verd

FONDATION POUR LA NATURE

Event contacts: Johanna Tilkanen: jtilkanen@chathamhouse.org
Melissa MacEwen: mmacewen@chathamhouse.org


https://www.sitra.fi/en/projects/wcefonline/#register

