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Economic growth  
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Growing energy demand in the GCC 

Source: Based on (IEA, 2015) 
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Annual electricity consumption growth (2003-2013)  
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Rationale for RE diversification 

• Forgone earnings from fossil fuels exports 

• Pressure on government budgets  

• Interlinkages between resources 

• High per capita carbon footprints  
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• Resource constraints – Gas and Oil 

Source: IRENA based on Lahn, Stevens and Preston, 2013 
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Rationale for RE diversification 

http://irena.masdar.ac.ae/?map=2146  Source: (IRENA, 2016) 

60% area has good suitability for PV  
Developing just 1% yields ~ 470 GW 

56% area has good suitability for wind  
Developing just 1% yields ~ 60 GW 

The renewable energy potential 
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Plans for RE and EE in the GCC 

Source: IRENA, 2015  
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Seeds of enthusiasm for renewables  
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Rising competitiveness in GCC 
Large and medium scale 
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Renewable energy investments in GCC 

2016 



Development of value chain in GCC 
Medium and Large Scale 
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Conclusion 
Renewable energy development brings multiple benefits 

16% 
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in 2030 

207,000 
Jobs in 2030 
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Thank you! 


