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Speakers’ Biographies 

HE Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete was President of the United Republic of Tanzania from 2005 to 2015. 

During his presidency he also served as Chairperson of the African Union from 2008 to 2009, and as 

Chairman of the Southern African Development Community Troika on Peace, Defence and Security from 

2012 to 2013. Prior to assuming the presidency, President Kikwete served as Minister for Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation for ten years. President Kikwete is credited for his leadership on sustainable 

development and governance during his tenure, making him one of the continent’s most visible advocates.  

HE Professor Robert Dussey is the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Togo. 

He has held this position since September 2013, before which he served as a diplomatic advisor to President 

Faure Gnassingbé. Between 2017-2018 he served as Chairman of the Council of Ministers of ECOWAS.  He 

was formerly a professor at the University of Lomé and ENA Togo, where his research focused on issues 

such as peace, management and conflict resolution. He has extensive mediation expertise and has 

previously worked for the Community of Sant’Egidio.  

Dr Alex Vines OBE has been Head of the Africa Programme at Chatham House since 2002 and became 

Research Director for Risk, Ethics and Resilience in 2019. Previously, he has held roles at Chatham House 

as Director for Regional Studies and International Security, and director for Area Studies and International 

Law. He chaired the UN Panel of Experts on Côte d’Ivoire from 2005 to 2007 and was a member of the UN 

Panel of Experts on Liberia from 2001 to 2003. He worked at Human Rights Watch as a Senior Researcher 

on its Africa, Arms and Business and Human Rights programmes, and has served as a consultant including 

for the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC); JICA, DFID, USAID, the EU and for the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS). He is an Assistant Professor at Coventry University.  

Dr Aderemi Ajibewa, is the Director of Political Affairs at the Economic Community of West Africa States 

(ECOWAS). He is a regional security, conflict resolution, diplomatic relations and post-conflict recovery 

specialist with two decades’ experience in intergovernmental and international non-governmental 

organisations. Dr Ajibewa was formerly a Senior Research Fellow and Co-ordinator of Research at the 

Centre for Democracy & Development in London, a Researcher at the Association of Community 

Organisation for Reform Now (ACORN), and Adjunct Visiting Professor of Political Science at Indiana 

University in the United States. He has also served as an Associate Professor of International Relations at 

the University Malaysia Sarawak, a Senior Lecturer and Programme Manager at the International Centre 

for Development & Environmental Studies (ICDES) of Edge Hill University College in Lancashire, and 

Lecturer at the Department of International Relations of Obafemi Awolowo University in Nigeria. 

Dr Ștefan Cibian is the Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Făgăraș Research Institute, an 

Academy Associate with the Africa Programme at Chatham House, Lecturer of international development 

at Babeș-Bolyai University, and Director of Cibian Consulting S.R.L. Stefan is the President of FOND - the 

Romanian NGDO Plantform, Treasurer of the European NGO Confederation for Humanitarian Aid and 

Development, and a board member of the Romanian Association for International Cooperation and 

Development (ARCADIA), Țara Făgărașului Community Foundation (FCTF), UiPath Foundation, and the 
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Foundation for Youth Involvement (FIT). Stefan’s research and work focusses on development and 

statehood in sub-Saharan Africa, and Central & Eastern Europe/ EU–Africa relations. 

Dr Nivedita Ray is Research Director of the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) in New Delhi. Prior 

to that, she worked as a Research Fellow at the Council on African Affairs. She is the Book Review Editor of 

the journal Insight on Africa, and Joint Secretary of the African Studies Association of India. She has 

undertaken research on political, security and foreign policy issues of countries in sub-Saharan Africa, 

Indian Foreign Policy and International Relations. She has published and reviewed papers on India-Africa 

Relations, Security and Development issues on Africa, Asia–Africa Engagement, Maritime Security Issues, 

Indian Diaspora in Africa, and Gender and Conflict. Her most recent publications include a book on India’s 

engagement with East Africa.  

Ahmed Soliman is a Research Fellow with the Africa Programme at Chatham House, focusing on the 

Horn of Africa. He works on the politics of Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Ethiopia and Eritrea; producing 

policy relevant research that influences thinking on the region. Ahmed has authored a number of 

publications and is conducting research for a forthcoming Chatham House paper on The Horn of Africa 

and the Gulf: Emerging interests and relations. He leads on events, publications and briefings on the Horn 

of Africa at Chatham House and regularly contributes to media reporting on the region.  

Dr Chrisopher Fomunyoh is the Senior Associate for Africa and Regional Director at the National 

Democratic Institute (NDI). He has led international election observations missions and supervised 

democracy support programs in numerous African countries. Dr Fomunyoh works closely with political 

and civil leaders to advance inclusive democratic processes in the region. He also helped launch the African 

Statesmen Initiative with former heads of state to facilitate political transitions in Africa. Dr. Fomunyoh is 

an adjunct faculty at the African Center for Strategic Studies and a former adjunct professor of African 

politics and government at Georgetown University. He also is the founder of a non-profit organization 

interested in supporting democracy and humanitarian causes in Cameroon. 

Treasure Maphanga was the Director for Trade and Industry at the African Union Commission from 

2012 to April 2019, where she pursued the establishment of a Continental Free Trade Area. Prior to joining 

the African Union Commission, she was the Deputy Country Director for ICAP, Eswatini. She previously 

worked as the Chief of Office for Africa – International Trade Centre, a joint venture of the World Trade 

Organization and the United Nations, in the Geneva Office. She had the role of coordinating the ITC’s 

strategy in Africa through policy reform. She holds a BA Economics from Trent University in Canada and 

an Executive Master’s Degree in International Negotiation and Policy making from the Graduate School of 

Geneva, Switzerland. 

Lawrence Dechambenoit is Vice President, Corporate Relations (EMEA) at Rio Tinto, he is responsible 

for the Group’s external affairs, stakeholder engagement and reputation in the region and across the Energy 

& Minerals Product Group.  Prior to joining Rio Tinto, Lawrence established and managed a consultancy 

firm that provided strategic advice to international firms on entering and doing business in Africa. He was 

also a senior director at leading Washington D.C. based global business consultancy, Albright-Stonebridge. 

Before entering the private sector, Lawrence spent 10 years at the United Nations in various roles. He 

worked in the Departments of Political Affairs and Peacekeeping Operations, where he led and oversaw UN 

political and mediation efforts to bring peace to the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the conflict torn 

Great Lakes region of eastern Africa. He sits on the board of Big Win Philanthropy, a foundation that invests 

in children and youths in developing countries. Lawrence is a recipient of the French Medal for National 

Defence. 

Philip Thigo is a technology, data & public policy expert. He is a Senior Advisor on Data & Innovation at 

the Office of the Deputy President of Kenya, and Director for Africa at the Thunderbird School of Global 

Management. He has previously held executive positions, notably at Infonet Africa and the Foundation El 
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Taller, with experience across Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America. Philip has previously 

supported the African Union Commission and the African Governance Architecture (AGA), where he co-

created the first ever AU digital engagement through #DGTRENDS. He currently serves as the Point of 

Contact for Open Government Partnership (OGP), leads philanthropic engagement on SDGs with private 

sector foundations, and acts as national focal point for the Global Partnership on Sustainable Development 

Data, which he co-founded. Philip is credited on working with NASA, GPSDD & Amazon Web Services on 

the Africa Regional Data Cube. 

Gabriel Negatu is the African Development Bank Director General for Eastern Africa. He has over 25 

years of senior level investment program design, finance and implementation; extensive portfolio 

management and results achievement, including 18 years at the Bank. His distinguished career at the Bank 

includes service as Senior & Principal Program Officer, Chief Program Officer and Sector Director. He is 

credited with establishing the first Economic & Financial Governance Department; mainstreaming the use 

of Budget Support in fragile states and successfully steering the ADB’s response to the global financial crisis. 

Negatu is credited with influencing opinion makers and market players through impactful dialogue. He 

currently leads the largest Regional Center, covering 13 countries with a portfolio valued in excess of 

US$9bn.   

Giza Gaspar Martins is the Director of the Cabinet on Climate Change at the Ministry of the Environment 

of the Republic of Angola. He was elected to chair the African Forum of Designated National Authorities 

and subsequently selected as co-chair of the Global Forum of National Designated Authorities in 2011 and 

chaired the Least Developed Countries Group in negotiating the Paris Agreement on Climate Change in 

2015. Giza Gaspar Martins formerly served as Senior Advisor for Economic and Financial Affairs at the 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Angola to the United Nations in New York and was a Senior Associate 

at Africa Global Partners in Washington DC. 

Martin Bwalya is Head of Programme Development and Strategic Planning in NEPAD’s Planning and 

Coordinating Agency (NEPAD Agency), the African Union’s implementing agency. He is a Machinery 

Design and Management Engineer by training. He has worked many years in machinery design, specialising 

in research-and-development of farm reduced tillage equipment within the context of conservation 

agriculture. Mr Bwalya has worked in several international organisations specialising in the field of 

development, agriculture, food and nutrition security. He joined NEPAD in 2008 as lead specialist on land,  

water, and farm machinery, moving on to head the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP).  

Dr Djimé Adoum is Executive Secretary of CILSS, covering 13 countries of the Sahel and West Africa. He 

has been at the head of CILSS since June 2013 and has more than 25 years’ professional experience in 

international development. Previously he worked for both state and multinational organizations, including 

CARE, the World Bank, USAID and USDA where he served as Agronomist and Project Manager, Senior 

Consultant, M&E Division Head and Development Strategy Expert. He is a specialist in sectoral strategies 

and an expert in design, programming, implementation, monitoring and evaluation. From 2011 to 2013 he 

served as Chad’s Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation, and from 2010 to 2011 he was Technical Advisor in 

charge of Rural Development, supervising the key ministries of Agriculture and Livestock.  

James Murombedzi is a Climate and Resource Governance Specialist with the UN Economic 

Commission for Africa (UNECA). He is a global expert on how land and resource rights affect rural 

stakeholders and local governance in Africa. Previously, he was the coordinator of the Responsive Forest 

Governance Initiative at the Council for Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA). 

James has held roles as chief technical advisor for the Environment and Energy at the UN Development 

Programme in Liberia, and has served as regional director of the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature. 



Page 4 of 6      

 

Dr Leena Koni Hoffmann is an Associate Fellow of the Africa Programme at Chatham House and the 

Nigeria country lead for the Africa Programme’s Social Norms and Accountable Governance Project 

(SNAG). She is also a technical advisor on food security and agricultural policy to the Permanent Inter-

State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) and a member of the International Advisory 

Board of SOS SAHEL. Her research focuses on corruption, Nigeria’s politics, security and trade. Leena has 

worked as an investigator for Nigeria’s Anti-Corruption Commission and a Marie Curie Research Fellow at 

the Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER). 

Hanna Serwaah Tetteh is the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General to the 

African Union, and Head of the United Nations Office to the African Union (UNOAU). Prior to her current 

appointment, she was the Director-General of the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON). From 2013 to 

2017, she served as Minister of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration of the Republic of Ghana, 

concurrently also serving as a Member of Parliament for the Awutu-Senya West Constituency. By virtue of 

her appointment as Minister of Foreign Affairs, she was also a member of the National Security Council 

and the Armed Forces Council. Ms Tetteh served as Chairperson of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers and 

Chairperson of the ECOWAS Mediation & Security Council from 2014 to 2015, and as Minister of Trade 

and Industry and as the Chairperson of the Ghana Free Zones Board from 2009 to 2013. 

Michelle Ndiaye is the Director of the Africa Peace and Security Programme at the Institute for Peace 

and Security Studies (IPSS), a joint programme with the African Union Commission (AUC) and the German 

Cooperation (GIZ). Michelle sits on the Programme Committee of Security and the Rule of Law in Fragile 

and Conflict-Affected Settings at the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research and is a member of 

the Atlantic Dialogues Advisory Board (AD-AB) at the Policy Center for the New South, Morocco and of The 

Africa Center for Economic Transformation (ACET). Michelle is an adjunct faculty member at the Africa 

Center for Strategic Studies. 

Ben Shepherd is a Consulting Fellow of the Africa Programme at Chatham House. Ben is a leading 

specialist on African politics and conflict, policy formulation and applied analysis. He has a broad range of 

experience across West and Central Africa, and an in-depth focus on the DRC and wider Great Lakes region. 

Ben previously served as the UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) specialist on Central Africa 

and African conflict from 2004 to 2011. He was a Research Fellow in International Relations at the London 

School of Economics from 2009 to 2010 and has degrees from the University of Cambridge and the 

University of Bristol. 

Séraphin Dedi Nadje is the Secretary General of the Fishery Committee for the West Central Gulf of 

Guinea (FCWC), having been appointed to lead the organisation on its formation in 2007. Séraphin has 

overseen the organisations participation in a range of regional and international projects from EU funded 

ACP FISH II, the FAO EAF Nansen Project; he led on the Conference of African Ministers in charge of 

Fisheries and Aquaculture (CAMFA) in 2010 and 2014. Prior to this, Séraphin served as National Director 

of Fisheries of Côte d’Ivoire in 2002.  Séraphin was an active member of the AU-NEPAD Team to establish 

the “African voice in fisheries” at FAO COFI and has also served as Vice-chair of Stop Illegal Fishing (SIF) 

from 2013 to 2017. Séraphin initiated the West Africa Task Force (WATF) as a regional tool to combat IUU 

fishing and associated crimes by promoting cooperation, collaboration and communication among all 

national and regional agencies dealing with fisheries Monitoring Control and surveillance at sea and ports 

in the Gulf of Guinea region. 

Elizabeth Donnelly is Deputy Head of the Africa Programme at Chatham House. She has published 

widely, particularly on Nigeria, and is a regular commentator in the media. She has given briefings in 

Europe, Africa and the US, including to the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee and the 

European Parliament. In addition to her research, Lizzy has oversight responsibilities for the Africa 

Programme including fundraising, project management, editing and outreach. 
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HE Professor Victor Harison is the Commissioner for Economic Affairs at the Commission of the 

African Union. He served as Director General of the National Institute of Accounting and Business 

Administration (INSCAE), Antananarivo, from 1997 to 2017, and prior to that he was the Director of Studies 

and Programming, Ministry of Higher Education and Executive Secretary of the "Human Resources 

Development" project, administered by the World Bank, Antananarivo. He was Professor of Mathematics, 

Leadership and Organizational and Project Management at the University of Antananarivo, Madagascar. 

He is a member of the Mathematical Society of Madagascar, American Mathematical Society, International 

Conference of Leaders of French Language Training and Research Institutions (CIDEGEF).  

Elizabeth Sidiropoulos is the Chief Executive of the South African Institute of International Affairs 

(SAIIA). Elizabeth is also the editor-in-chief of the South African Journal of International Affairs, and co-

chair of the Think 20 Africa Standing Group, one of the task forces of an engagement group of the G20. She 

is a regular commentator in South Africa and foreign media and has published on various aspects of South 

Africa’s foreign policy, including on its peace-making model as a key dimension of its soft power. She is the 

editor of a volume on SA’s foreign policy in the first decade of democracy – Apartheid Past, Renaissance 

Future – and is currently co-editing a volume on ‘A South African foreign policy for the 2020s’, which will 

be published in 2019. 

Professor João Bosco Monte is the president of the Brazil Africa Institute. He is also the General 

Coordinator of the Brazil Africa Forum and the President of the Board of Trustees of the Youth Technical 

Training Program (IBRAF). João holds a PhD in Education from the Federal University of Ceará and 

Postdoctoral studies from the University of Brasilia (UNB), with the object of research on the integration 

of the African continent. He was a Brazilian delegate to the 2013 edition of the Academic Forum of the 

BRICS. In 2018 João was admitted as Comendador da Ordem de Rio Branco, a prestigious award of the 

Brazilian Government, in recognition for his merits achieved on the promotion of the relations between 

Brazil and Africa. 

Markus Lux is the Senior Vice President Strategic Development for Alumni and Social Investing at Robert 

Bosch Stiftung. He is also currently the Deputy Head of Department “International Relations – Europe and 

its Neighbours”, at the organisation. Prior to joining Robert Bosch Stiftung, Markus was a Visiting Lecturer 

at numerous universities in Latvia and a Researcher at the “Jews in Latvia” Museum in Riga (1996-2002).  

Adam Matan OBE is the Director of the Anti-Tribalism Movement, an organisation founded in 2010 to 

end tribal discrimination and conflicts in the global Somali community. Adam chairs the London Borough 

of Hammersmith and Fulham’s independent Policing and Crime Commission and is a trustee of the Trust 

for London. Adam was awarded the royal honour of an Order of the British Empire in 2019 for his 

contribution British-Somali relations. 

Audu Maikori is the founder of Chocolate City Group, a media and entertainment company which 

includes Chocolate City Music – one of the biggest record labels in Africa. Audu sits on the boards of Recycle 

Points, Copyright Society of Nigeria, (COSON), Nigerian British Chamber of Commerce, Nigerian 

Economic Summit Group (NESG) and he recently joined the board of Unanimous Games, an Esports 

company based in New York. 

Dawit Abraham is the CEO and Co-founder of Qene Technologies, an award-winning game development 

company based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Kukulu, a 3D mobile game, which was released by Qene on April 

2018, went on to win the AppsAfrica Innovation Awards for Best Entertainment Solution. Dawit also 

worked as the lead game developer on this year long project. Qene Technologies is now working on creating 

more premium standard African mobile games for the international market.  
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Martha Chilongoshi is a journalist and an activist, and founder of Revolt Media Africa. She writes on the 

gender dynamics of information and communications technologies. She is one of two Zambian 

representatives for the Common Futures Conversations (CFC) project, a Chatham House online platform 

for communication among young people from Africa and Europe.  

Waihiga Mwaura is a 3-time award winning Kenyan journalist, news-anchor and moderator. He hosts a 

prime news show on Citizen TV. He is the 2018 winner of the BBC World News Komla Dumor award, the 

2015 winner of the Mo Amin Africa award and 2012 winner of the CNN Multi-choice Africa award. He also 

writes for Citizen TV and for the BBC. He has reported widely from across the continent, and his interest 

interests include governance, global politics, public policy, international relations and youth employment.  

Simon Allison is the Africa Editor of the Mail & Guardian newspaper. He has reported from across Africa, 

the Middle East and Asia. He is also a research consultant at the Institute for Security Studies, and 

previously the Chief Africa Correspondent for the Daily Maverick. He is on the board of the Foreign 

Correspondents Association of Southern Africa. Prior to his career in journalism, he worked for the Mo 

Ibrahim Foundation and the University of Hargeisa. Simon was longlisted this year for the One World 

Media Awards, in the ‘New Voice’ category. He studied at Rhodes University, where he was awarded the 

Terrence Beard prize for politics, and the School of Oriental and African Studies. 

Bob Dewar CMG is an Associate Fellow of Africa Programme at Chatham House. Mr Dewar was formerly 

a UK diplomat and served predominantly in sub-Saharan Africa, including as High Commissioner to 

Nigeria and Permanent Representative to ECOWAS; Ambassador to Ethiopia and Permanent 

Representative to the African Union and United Nations Economic Commission for Africa; High 

Commissioner to Mozambique; and Ambassador to Madagascar. He was awarded a CMG in 2006 and is 

currently also a trustee of the British Red Cross. 
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