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YouGov–Chatham Survey – Opinion-Former Results

Sample Size: 704
Fieldwork: 31 July–16 August 2014
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Weighted Sample 704 245 194 67 491 105 93 15 278 103 106 102 54 16 275 134 50 8 1 419 284
Unweighted Sample 704 245 194 67 491 105 93 15 278 103 106 102 54 16 275 134 50 8 1 419 284

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

25 June - 
July 5 
2010

17-23 
June 
2011

14-21 
June 
2012

31 July - 
Aug 16 
2014

Which of the following do you think do most 
to serve Britain's national interests around 
the world? (Please select up to **three**)

* This question's answer options are slightly 
different from the June 2010/11 survey

BBC World Service radio and TV broadcasting 76 74 68 68 59 79 70 66 74 71 67 62 74 79 77 72 81 75 74 64 75 0 66 71
Diplomats in the UK's Embassies and High 

Commissions
22 39 36 38 46 32 39 37 38 44 20 41 30 41 45 43 38 33 43 38 38 100 39 37

Britain's membership of the European Union 21 37 17 61 49 34 45 44 33 28 37 31 37 46 13 41 46 34 63 100 37 37
The UK's overseas/international aid 

programme/Department for International 
Development

27 33 17 30 16 46 42 29 31 32 53 22 38 35 29 28 19 33 33 36 13 0 28 33

UK-based multinational companies 27 29 41 30 43 16 27 31 30 26 33 38 24 23 26 31 63 25 25 26 38 0 32 27
The intelligence services, such as MI5, SIS (MI6) 

and the Government Communications 
Headquarters (GCHQ)

21 35 25 27 44 12 13 30 16 23 33 33 29 25 18 13 25 25 18 34 50 0 27 27

The armed forces 34 42 27 23 36 6 21 25 14 19 13 30 19 16 22 17 44 19 19 20 13 0 25 19
The British Council 20 15 15 9 19 21 16 12 15 13 13 17 24 16 20 0 16 17 14 0 0 14 17

None of these 1 1 2 2 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 3 3 2 1 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 1
Don't know 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1

Voting Intention Business Sector Gender
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Aug 16 
2014

Which of the following, if any, do you think 
should be the main focus of UK foreign 
policy? (Please select up to **three**)

* This question's answer options are slightly 
different from the June 2010/11/12 survey

Promoting British business and trade overseas 44 50 42 58 28 45 44 41 34 40 50 38 40 41 24 56 37 34 32 50 100 47 35
Protecting the UK at its borders, including 

counter-terrorism
48 37 40 58 18 25 43 29 35 47 47 38 29 28 30 50 35 32 48 38 0 39 41

Ensuring the continued supply of vital resources, 
such as oil, gas, food and water

48 40 38 49 31 33 41 31 33 20 41 37 32 37 43 44 32 34 54 50 0 39 36

Working with NATO and allies to defend Britain 
from external threats

20 24 33 46 16 31 35 30 28 20 39 25 32 32 31 50 31 24 26 25 100 33 32

Being an active member of the European Union 30 11 51 46 30 36 27 33 21 33 28 33 39 0 37 33 22 50 100 31 29
Spreading British values abroad including 

democracy, the rule of law and human rights
24 23 24 21 23 21 21 32 29 20 21 27 31 29 28 50 25 28 28 38 0 23 24

Tackling climate change 26 18 20 6 37 25 18 21 26 47 13 23 22 28 19 6 20 25 24 38 0 19 21
Poverty reduction 23 18 19 6 32 24 17 22 25 13 14 21 23 22 24 6 21 28 14 0 0 17 21

Preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction

19 12 16 10 22 15 15 13 25 13 10 19 23 19 22 6 17 21 12 13 0 12 21

Combating diseases such as AIDS, malaria, 
tuberculosis

15 10 13 7 19 10 13 11 11 27 12 16 17 13 15 0 15 13 18 0 0 10 16

Protecting British nationals abroad 13 13 14 8 15 12 17 13 0 14 8 8 10 6 31 13 11 14 0 0 13 12
None of these 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0

Don't know 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

3 www.yougov.com© 2014 YouGov plc. All Rights Reserved



Fieldwork: 31 July–16 August 2014

Total Con Lab
Lib 

Dem

Pri-

vate

Pub-

lic
Third

Prefer 

not to 

say

Bus-

iness

Culture & 

Leisure

Edu-

cation
Pol Health Law Media

Cha-

rity
Other

Not App-

licable

Prefer     

not to     

say

Male Female

Weighted Sample 704 245 194 67 491 105 93 15 278 103 106 102 54 16 275 134 50 8 1 419 284
Unweighted Sample 704 245 194 67 491 105 93 15 278 103 106 102 54 16 275 134 50 8 1 419 284

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Voting Intention Business Sector Gender

25 June - 
July 5 
2010

17-23 
June 
2011

14-21 
June 
2012

31 July - 
Aug 16 
2014

Here are some international issues that some 
people regard as current or possible future 
threats to the British way of life. Which, if any, 
do you regard as the GREATEST threats? 
(Please select up to **four**)

* This question's answer options are slightly 
different from the June 2010/11/12 survey

International terrorism 49 45 39 52 60 45 42 54 51 43 53 54 51 48 49 39 63 53 45 54 50 0 46 62

Cyber security, such as threats to personal 
computers, critical infrastructure and the internet

26 31 36 42 48 35 42 45 32 40 20 46 46 41 42 52 50 40 44 52 50 100 43 41

Interruptions to our energy supplies, such as oil 
and gas

54 45 40 41 50 33 45 43 31 38 47 45 41 41 37 50 25 44 34 40 50 0 43 38

Failure of the international financial system 61 59 71 41 38 45 51 43 36 35 27 40 39 42 31 48 38 41 42 54 63 0 38 45
Long-term scarcity of essential natural resources, 

such as water, food and land
44 48 39 32 53 40 37 42 46 47 37 45 35 46 50 38 37 48 48 13 100 40 38

Climate change/global warming 44 33 31 33 15 56 43 29 41 42 53 23 34 41 40 31 19 36 38 30 38 0 35 30
More countries, such as Iran and North Korea, 

developing nuclear weapons
39 24 24 24 28 15 27 23 22 32 13 23 28 24 27 20 13 21 23 20 50 0 25 22

Failed and weak states, such as Somalia, Yemen 
and Pakistan

14 16 16 24 28 25 19 22 25 29 33 23 15 21 24 13 31 24 23 22 0 100 24 24

Organized crime, including drug- and people-
trafficking across borders

23 24 24 22 22 18 16 22 30 19 13 21 19 36 23 20 25 23 20 14 13 0 19 27

Global pandemics such as bird flu 9 9 8 14 14 12 18 14 14 14 20 16 16 14 15 19 38 12 15 12 0 0 15 13
A trade war with countries abandoning free trade 

in favour of protectionism
19 14 15 13 14 12 13 14 10 12 0 17 13 14 14 9 6 10 15 12 25 100 17 6

Conflict with Russia 11 13 10 6 11 12 9 7 12 11 6 8 9 13 9 8 8 13 0 11 10
Natural disasters, such as flooding, hurricanes 

and ash clouds, which disrupt our transport, 
communications and other networks

9 9 9 5 10 9 10 10 8 13 11 11 7 12 9 6 9 13 12 25 0 7 13

None of them 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Don't know 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 6 1 1 0 0 0 1 0
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Which **one** of the following statements 
comes closest to your view?

The UK should seek to remain a great power, 
with substantial armed forces and its own seat at 

the United Nations Securit
49 54 55 61 78 47 51 60 59 68 47 68 58 57 65 54 75 56 57 68 88 100 61 61

The UK should accept that it is no longer a great 
power, cut its defence budget further, in due 

course give up its seat
41 39 38 33 18 45 45 33 35 27 47 27 36 35 31 43 13 35 36 26 13 0 33 33

Don't know 10 7 7 6 4 7 4 6 6 5 7 5 6 8 4 4 13 9 7 6 0 0 6 7

Which **one** of the following statements 
comes closest to your view?

British foreign policy should be based at least in 
part on ethical considerations, even if this means 

sometimes not acti
65 68 65 67 47 90 87 63 78 76 73 56 72 75 75 80 50 73 84 68 50 100 64 72

British foreign policy should pursue Britain's 
national interest at all times, even if this means 

doing things that so
32 29 32 30 51 7 10 33 21 24 27 42 25 21 24 19 50 23 13 32 50 0 34 23

Don't know 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 4 1 0 0 1 3 5 1 2 0 4 3 0 0 0 1 5
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Weighted Sample 704 245 194 67 491 105 93 15 278 103 106 102 54 16 275 134 50 8 1 419 284
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Which **one**, if any, of the following do you 
think the UK should have closest ties with?

The EU 46 56 35 81 76 54 64 61 60 45 55 58 60 57 31 59 61 56 88 100 53 61
The US 29 25 42 7 16 27 19 19 20 31 22 22 17 20 38 23 15 20 13 0 29 19

Emerging economies, such as China, India and 
Brazil

17 10 14 8 4 10 10 14 7 13 12 10 16 13 13 9 13 14 0 0 9 12

None of these 4 6 6 3 1 6 7 2 7 9 7 8 6 7 13 6 5 4 0 0 6 5
Don't know 4 3 4 2 1 3 1 3 7 4 4 2 2 2 6 4 5 6 0 0 3 4

In September, the UK will host a NATO 
summit. Which of the following comes closest 
to your view?

NATO is vital to the UK's security 47 61 32 57 49 47 43 33 51 40 43 50 37 69 44 34 44 75 100 54 38
NATO is important to UK security, but other 

organisations are more important
32 24 41 34 32 32 34 40 31 30 38 34 30 19 31 42 30 25 0 30 36

NATO used to be an important organisation but 
is no longer relevant today

14 9 16 7 13 16 17 20 12 17 13 13 17 6 17 19 18 0 0 13 15

None of these 2 1 5 0 2 1 2 7 2 7 4 3 11 0 3 1 6 0 0 2 3
Don't know 4 4 5 1 4 4 3 0 3 6 2 0 6 6 5 4 2 0 0 2 7
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Following events in Ukraine, do you think 
Russia is or is not a security threat to the EU 
(or EU member states)?

Is a very big threat to the EU's security 21 27 17 19 20 28 16 20 21 25 21 25 19 19 20 19 18 38 0 20 22
Is a fairly big threat to the EU's security 46 48 45 49 47 39 52 40 48 47 44 48 46 38 44 49 48 63 100 44 49

Is not much of a threat to the EU's security 26 23 30 28 26 23 28 27 23 21 30 24 28 31 26 27 30 0 0 27 24
Is not a threat at all to the EU's security 7 3 7 3 6 10 3 13 7 7 5 4 7 13 9 4 4 0 0 8 4

Don't know 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1

In 2013, the UK overseas aid budget was 0.7% 
of national income. This meets the 
international target that the UK has committed 
to. Only five other countries have met this 
target. Which statement comes closest to 
your view?

I am proud that the UK is a leading donor of aid. 
We have a moral responsibility to help the 

poorest people in the world
61 44 84 84 57 64 76 53 50 71 68 72 72 63 65 75 56 50 100 60 62

The UK spends too much on aid. In difficult 
economic times, we should spend more money 

at home.
31 48 11 12 35 23 18 20 42 19 20 21 19 31 24 19 36 25 0 32 29

Neither 8 9 6 4 7 13 5 27 8 9 11 8 9 6 11 6 8 25 0 8 9
Don't know 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

If you had to choose, which of these do you 
think should be the priority for British 
spending on overseas aid?

To reduce poverty and help people in the 
developing world

70 53 89 78 66 76 80 73 58 73 74 71 80 69 77 79 64 75 100 65 76

To promote British interests abroad 28 45 9 21 32 21 19 20 40 23 24 26 19 31 20 17 36 25 0 34 20
Don't know 2 2 2 1 2 3 1 7 2 4 3 3 2 0 2 4 0 0 0 1 4
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What do you think should be the most 
important factors in deciding who should get 
aid from the UK? (Please select up to 
**three**)

How poor they are 55 48 66 66 52 67 55 67 47 51 53 65 56 44 60 60 54 50 100 57 51
How good their relationship is with the UK 18 28 13 12 20 15 13 20 21 10 16 17 22 19 16 13 18 38 0 22 12

How much of the aid could get wasted 61 65 54 69 62 60 58 67 58 59 64 70 57 81 65 62 62 38 100 61 62
Whether they are important economically for the 

UK
18 25 10 10 20 12 16 0 26 21 19 17 15 0 13 12 24 25 0 21 13

Whether they are a security threat to the UK 24 29 19 21 25 20 22 20 25 22 22 18 13 25 24 16 22 13 0 21 28
Whether they are democratic and respect human 

rights
58 56 65 64 59 61 53 40 57 63 58 63 63 69 59 56 48 75 100 58 59

Whether they support gender equality 18 9 25 15 16 21 24 27 14 18 23 18 33 25 19 27 24 13 0 13 25
Something else 9 7 7 10 8 6 14 13 10 6 9 11 11 6 6 13 16 0 0 9 9

Don't know 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Looking at the words and phrases below, 
which three or four, if any, do you most 
associate with the European Union? (Please 
select up to **four**)

Bureaucracy 62 60 75 42 63 64 53 51 47 63 58 62 57 56 81 58 55 66 25 100 61 59
Freedom to study, work and live anywhere in the 

EU
50 57 44 77 61 54 58 68 80 48 52 58 55 52 31 63 60 50 88 100 55 60

Peace and security 26 35 24 47 55 31 44 45 33 31 35 39 43 44 38 36 43 28 38 100 37 32
Loss of national power 29 31 49 9 21 32 30 29 13 39 31 26 31 17 63 26 24 36 25 0 32 29

A stronger say in the world 24 31 16 48 48 28 40 35 20 27 30 32 42 41 13 31 37 22 50 100 30 32
Cultural diversity 16 24 17 34 24 24 27 20 33 21 32 24 23 31 6 28 19 18 25 0 23 25

Lack of national border security 20 22 31 12 10 24 16 16 27 25 25 20 14 11 38 20 16 20 25 0 19 25
A waste of money 27 22 36 7 10 24 21 13 20 29 20 19 21 17 56 21 19 34 13 0 27 16

Protection of citizens rights 17 22 9 40 22 21 20 28 27 17 19 22 22 28 6 23 28 16 38 0 20 24
Corruption 22 21 36 4 6 24 13 16 7 27 16 25 18 13 31 16 16 32 0 0 25 16

Undermining our national culture 15 12 18 2 4 13 10 9 13 17 12 7 10 6 0 9 7 20 0 0 11 12
Democracy 9 12 4 22 13 11 19 14 13 9 13 9 14 19 6 13 13 14 13 0 11 15

Better quality of life 8 10 6 20 10 9 11 11 40 7 13 10 15 11 6 12 13 8 13 0 12 7
Job creation 3 6 4 12 6 7 6 6 0 6 6 8 10 15 0 5 10 8 25 0 5 7

Other 1 2 1 1 1 2 2 1 0 1 1 2 4 2 0 1 2 2 0 0 2 1
Don't know 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
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People hold different views about how they 
would like to see the European Union 
develop. Which of these statements comes 
closest to your view?

A fully integrated Europe with all major decisions 
taken by a European government

5 3 1 4 6 2 7 2 7 2 5 3 3 6 0 4 2 4 13 0 5 1

A more integrated European Union than now, but 
not a common European government

21 27 10 49 39 24 29 39 40 19 27 28 26 30 6 29 35 18 38 100 26 28

The situation more or less as it is now 19 18 9 28 25 17 22 17 20 15 13 22 21 20 19 17 19 20 0 0 18 17
A less integrated Europe than now, more like a 

free trade area
45 44 74 16 28 49 34 33 27 52 50 43 45 41 75 43 38 50 50 0 43 47

Complete British withdrawal from the European 
Union

8 7 6 2 1 7 7 8 7 10 6 4 5 4 0 5 5 8 0 0 8 5

Don't know 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2

Do you think that the government should or 
should not commit to holding a referendum 
on whether the UK should remain a member 
of the EU?

Should commit to holding a referendum 42 46 65 17 33 49 47 34 27 54 47 43 41 37 63 41 38 58 63 0 47 44
Should NOT commit to holding a referendum 53 50 31 80 63 47 51 63 53 43 48 52 59 59 25 56 60 38 38 100 49 51

Don't know 5 4 4 3 4 4 2 2 20 3 6 5 0 4 13 3 2 4 0 0 3 5
If there was a referendum on the UK's 
membership of the European Union, how 
would you vote?

I would vote to remain a member of the 
European Union

63 72 60 94 91 69 77 77 73 63 75 71 78 81 44 76 77 70 88 100 73 70

I would vote to leave the European Union 27 18 23 4 6 19 19 13 13 26 17 15 14 15 25 15 15 24 13 0 19 17
I would not vote 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0

Don't know 9 9 17 2 1 11 3 10 13 11 8 13 8 4 31 9 8 6 0 0 7 12
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How do you think the government is handling 
Britain's relationship with the EU?

Very well 2 4 1 3 1 4 2 0 1 1 1 2 0 13 1 1 0 0 0 2 2
Fairly well 17 33 6 15 20 10 10 7 20 16 14 18 15 25 15 10 18 50 0 17 16

Neither well nor badly 17 23 7 7 17 13 19 20 19 15 17 10 17 13 17 18 14 0 0 15 19
Fairly badly 40 33 45 54 38 40 46 33 38 47 43 46 57 44 38 45 46 25 0 36 45
Very badly 24 6 42 21 23 30 23 40 22 20 24 24 11 6 27 25 18 25 100 29 16
Don't know 1 1 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 2 1 1 0 0 1 1 4 0 0 0 1

The Government would like to reform the way 
the European Union works and has suggested 
some ways in which the EU should change. If 
you could pick **one** of these for reform, 
what would it be?

Give national governments powers back from 
European institutions

28 47 11 15 31 22 16 13 34 23 24 21 19 56 24 18 32 38 0 31 23

Make the EU institutions more democratic, for 
example by involving national parliaments more 

in EU decisions
19 8 30 33 17 19 27 33 15 19 24 19 20 13 21 25 16 13 0 19 19

Reform the Common Agricultural Policy 15 7 28 15 14 19 19 20 12 18 19 16 26 0 18 21 8 0 0 16 14
Make the EU cost less 10 10 10 4 10 13 9 7 8 12 6 9 15 19 12 13 12 0 0 9 12

Make the EU more economically competitive 9 8 9 10 8 10 12 7 10 9 9 15 6 6 6 7 6 13 100 11 5
Agree more free trade agreements with other 

countries, such as the proposed trade deal with 
the United States

8 9 5 16 8 7 8 0 10 8 8 7 9 0 5 5 8 13 0 7 8

Stop the free movement of people across the 
continent

6 6 3 1 6 7 3 7 7 7 4 8 4 6 5 2 4 13 0 4 8

Something else 5 4 4 4 5 0 5 13 3 3 6 6 0 0 6 7 14 13 0 3 7
I would not change anything about how the EU 

works
0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Don't know 1 0 1 0 1 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 3
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