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So far I have made only passing reference to one of
Fortugal 's most important sources of support. I refer
to the Republic of South Africa. After the esvents of
last summer, when South African security forces entered
Bhodesia desplte British protests I do not need to remind
a London audience that henceforth it must be assumed that
South Africa reserves the right to intervene in eny of
the neighbouring territories in southern /frica in
defence of what she construgs as her long-term intcrests.
Vorster them commented thaot it was not necessary to
wait for a formal defence agreecment betwzen South Africa,
Portugal and Rhodesia, because friends in danger must
defend each other. It is clear that the lines are being
draun for the final power struggle Iin southern Africa.
I am aware of, and in common with a significant number
of British people, deeply regret, Britain 's heavy economic
involvement in South Africa. Tt s only too clear that
this involvement has seriously hampcred Britain's effarts
to deal with the tllegal regime in Rhodesla, In whose
surviual the role of Fortugusse-ruled Mozamblique has been
crucial, While I appreciate that there is 1ittle chance
of an immediate change of policy on Briiain's part I can
only say again that here, as in Mozambigque, the wltimate
outcome of the struggle !s not in doubt., Do Britain
and the West really feel that it is in their long-term
tnicrests to be identified in the eyes of Africa and of
the whole /Afro-isian world, and not least in the eyes
of thc people of the territories concerned, with the
racist minority regimes of southern Lfrica? lay s
respectfully suggest that for Britain at least the beginnings
of disengagement lie not only in the achicvement of majority
rule in Bhodesia, to which ir. Wilson's Government Is now
committed, but in the withdrowal of her tacit support for
Fortugusse colonial rule in Mozambigue, Lingola and Guined.

END

Dr. Eduardo Mondlane. "The Future of the Portuguese Territories in Southern Africa’. RIIA/8/3177. Chatham House, London.
March 07, 1968. Chatham House Online Archive 2020. ©The Royal Institute of International Affairs © Cengage Learning. 05
Jun 2020. QY OI SA526838224.

http://go.gale.com/choali.do?&id=GALE
%7CQY Ol SA526838224& v=2.1& u=chatcomp& it=r& p=CHOA & sw=w& viewtype=M anuscript




